THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

such an important matter in an official way.  But I
was told there was no chance of success."

He said much the same thing in that last and most
important interview which I had with him in Madrid on
the ist of March, 1939. At this interview, convinced as I
was that the enemy would not discuss peace terms with
the Negrin Government, and that the attempts of England
and France could not be of much use because Germany
would prevent them, I told him that I thought the only
solution was direct discussion between the two armies,
reminding him of the militarist nature of the Burgos
Government. Moreover, I told him that I thought I was
fairly respected in the enemy camp, in spite of my well-
known republican and anti-Fascist sympathies, and that I
would put myself at his disposition so that if negotiations
were to be opened he could use my services. I remember
that Dr. Negrin, on hearing this, looked at me with a
surprised and disconcerted expression, and told me that he
would remember my kind offer.

Dr. Negrin had lost all hope of starting peace
negotiations and instead of making way for a Government
which would be in a position to discuss the matter with the
enemy, he was determined, or forced, to stick to his cry of
resistance at all costs.

I shall never forget his sentence about the situation being
very serious, but that he could not leave unless there was
someone to make him resign. He told me this when I
pointed out his great responsibilities.
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